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Report No.» 85 


17 December 1947 
ICD OPINION SURVEYS 
OMGUS APO 72 
Berlin Gexmany 


Executive Order 10801 


Restricted Classification 


Since the first of Novombor, 1945, ICD Opinion Surveys has in= 
vostigated ccntinueusly tho: state and disposition of pubzin thinke 
dng on problems of intorost te Military Govornmont. During this 
period seme particular questions have bean asked again and again 

of diffcrent samples of the population. Since tho methods of 
inquiry and the basic structuro of tho samples have remained eon~ 
Stunt, varlations in the replios givon at diffcrsunt poriods indicatr 
changes in tne cutlook of thu Geran peoplo toward the issues. posed. 


A compicte report will be issued ir. February, 1948, charting the 
dramatic changing currants cf popular opinion. That repert will 
thew results throuch January, 1948, on many of the issues. In 
anticipation of the full report a summary is presonted here which 
takes inte account the material presontly avallablc -= data indicat+ 
ing German opinicn ovur u span of two yoars, 


+ i 
MATERIAL DIFFICULTIES ... 
Food 


In reply to the question: "What aro your chiof cares and werries 
at tho present time?" most people have consistently referred to 
ford. « Slight soascnal cffcect hus been observed, with somewhat 
fever mentioning difficulties with food aftcr cach harvest in the 
late fall and early winter. However, throughout the periac, mere 
and more pwjple have spskoen abcut difficulties in this regard. In 
November, 1945, about once=fiith (20%) of the populaticn spoke to this 
point. This figure held, on the average, until March 1946. With 
fucd rations cut at that point, the figure rose to 30% and to 40% 
and held dn that range until February 1947. sines that date the 
curve has gone stil tighor until today Lt consistently roprosents 
abcut half (504) of tho pusplus 


In Berlin, montions ef fcod have been more froquent than in the Zones 
Tho figure in March, 1946, was 52%, today it 1s 57% ee. after tho 
harvest. This represents 2 drop from 74% from July cf this yoar 
just preceding tho harvest. 


Fucl 


Number of mentions of fucl have boon rigorously svascnal -- worries | 
drop te ulmost none during the sumuor, but rise sharply in September 
anc reach 2 peak in February. Howovor, the peak in tho Zono during 
the wintor of 1946-1947 (the werst winter in 50 yours) was 14%. 


In Borlin, curing the sme wintor, the mest frequent number of 
mentions of fug] as a worry was 41%. (At _the samo timo, 64% said 
their groatust worry was food. Thus, when the ccld was something 
Almost no one could escape, and was something with which 4 large 
rdnority was sordeusly esnocrned, muy more people said that food 
scareity troubled thon. very indication points to high intensity 
and serious concern with tho probloms monticned dn roply to the 
question.) 


Digitized by the Internet Archive 
in 2024 with funding from 
University of Alberta Library 


https://archive.org/details/summaryoftrendsoOOunse 


Other Worries 
An average of onc and a half mentions of a specific "chief" worry is 
given by the people questioned. Ienticns of clothing and shoe shortagos 
have been on the upgrade. In 1945, about one in ten (8%) persons spoko 
about this; in 1947, tho number is moro than four times as great (35%), 
The percentagu worrying about PWs has slowly decreased. The first figure 
was 24%, the wast 16%, Tho number who say they have "no! worries has 
practically venished. In 1945, as many as 18% claimed their troubles 
wers only normal; today the figuro is 3%. 


When the public is asked: "Is tho entire income of your family high 
cnough to cover necessury cxpcerées?" soven in ton porsons answored 
"Yes" in January, 1946. In October of that yoar the numbor began to 
Gecrease and in August of 1947 tho percentage replying "Yos" was 58. 

A rise in some fow official prices and an inercasing nocossity to have 
recourse to the black market for somo food has undoubtedly occasioned 
this reduction. : 


LOSS OF CONFIDENCE ... 


Ovor s wide field of inquiry the public indicates great and profound 
changes from tho confidence which was formerly exhibited. 


Politics 
In tho fall of 1945, people wore asked: "As sou know, political meetings 
aro again purmitted. Do you think such meotings aro dasirable?" Seven: 
in ton (69%) said thoy wore desirable. In August, 1947, the nuniber 
ruplying so was 45%, while 39% thought meotings were not desirable. Tho 
change in sentiment occurred within 1947. 


Asked te stato a proferonca for one of tho organized politieal purtics 
about one in sovon (15%) Liked "nono! tn lato f4a11 1945. But as ths 
clmpalens for city oluetione and Land vluctions were hold, erystellization 
of opinion was induced until only about cnu in twenty (53) would not 
exprass & choice in Juns, 1945. Aftor ths June wloctions tho hightencd © 
intorest deteriorated so that by Septenbor onc in five porsons (20%) 

said they carea for none. This docling has continued until today still. 
wore (30%) say that "no party! suits thoir outlook on politieal affairs. 


Local offiolalo of tho Gorman government hava continued te loge the con-= 
fidence of thelr poople. In August, 1946, o plurality (42%) of tho publie 
theaghb the officials wore dodng "good! om a "very good! Job. Only hulf 
ne nary (220) ghivo the aumo oretdt dn Octobor 1947. Mvanwhilo, tho 

number thinking tha Job dono do "poor has rigaun from 6% to 2046 Tho most 
common reply has become "fedir" insboad of "good" or "very good." 


Asked: "Do you think tho officigis in tav local Gorman government work, 

in yenoral, for the good of thu community or primarily for their own 
inturests?" a steady loss of favor has boon obsorved.. In 1945, six in 

ten (62%) thought the job done was for tho good of tho community. In 

latvu 1947, less than half the public (45%) roplied similarly, Theo numbar 
thinking the job dono is primarily a selfish ono has risun from 12% to 42%... 
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One major criticisn of German crficials has been thoir seeming inaction 
in rospunse to the food crisis. Public sentiment has completely revers- 
ed itself in this rogards In January, 1946 six in ten (60%) answered 
Nyes" to the question: "In ycur opinion are tho officials doing every+ 
thing to overcome the black market?" In August, 1947, the percentage 
dgreeing with this opinion is 18. Negative attitudes have risen from 


14% to 7hb. 


_ Less of confidenco in the Americans is also observed... Asked: "Do you 
think that the amoricans have furthered or hindered the reconstruction 
of Germany?" sevon in ten (70%) folt that good «ffucts had been felt 
(Noverber, 1945). In August, 1947, less than half the public (44%) 
answered similarly. Those who see bad effects from the American work 
in Germ.ny have increased more than four tines (from 7% to 32%) .. 


Opinions toward the allies as a group have boen less faverable than 
cpinicns toward tho Americans.. On tho question of Allicd holp or: 
hindrance in the ruconstruction of Germany, a plurality (43%) hold a 
positive outlook in Septombor, 1946+. Ono yoar lator this numbor nad 
shrunk to & minority of 31%. Nogative outlooks during this poriod 
havo rison from 25% to Lh%. 


Similarly, confidence that the Allios will cooperate has radically 
deteriorated. isked: "Bs you think that the Allics will successfully 
couperaty to leave behind a wnited Germany at tho ond of the occupation?! 
a8 many as seven in ten (71%) Looked toward cooperation in January, 1946. 
By September, 1947, only ono in five (20%) belioved this. Possinism 

was voiced by 15% at the carlior date, by 70% in tho fall of 1947. 


Confidence dn nuws sourcus has also deelinod. Frem a high of 75% roport- 
ing that thoy wero roading a nowspapor rogularly in January, 1946, a 
docroasy has buon sven bo 55% dn tho Mall of 1947. Indicative of the 
surious aspects cf n feoling of confusion and loss of structured outlook 
on world affeirs ure roplies to the question; "Are you sufficiently 
infcermed ubsut present-day political affairs?" In 1945, half the public 
(50%) fult they know what was going on in the world. In late sumnor, 
1947, only one-third (32%) answorod similarly. Nogative replies have 
risen during this period from 39% to 67%. Of course, it cunnot bo ussumed 
that people havo forgotten what they know or that it is not possible for 
thum te tind out about ovonts in the world. What de aienificant dea that 
bhay fool confugod and dletvueb what thoy har. 


Further indication of publie confusion ta tho fact that about four in 
ton purgens dn thy fall of 1947 answor "yus!" to tho quostion: "Havo 
you hoard any rumors latcly which have distrubed ycu?" In March, 1946, 
whon & "war scare" soomod to siuzc the ontire Gorman public, tho 
percontigo who sadd they had heard dieturbing rumors wes approximately 
the sam (4%). Botwwon thoay two pordods reported rumors had fallon 
olf groubly. Rapid edlreulation of rumors usuclly indicates a fooling 
that news sources aro inadequate, it indicates a sense of insecurity, 

a lack of stendards by which to judge ovents, and low confidence that 
established institutions will cope with the pross of affairs. 
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Concomitant with loss of confidence in the Allies has been a con- 

Sistent reduction in the number who weuld choose "Communism! over "National 
Socialism," This difficult choice was presented ac follows: "If you 

HAD TO CHOOSE between Conmunisn und National Socialism, under which form 
of governmont weuld you prefer to live?! In the Fall of 1945, one-third 

of the people (35%) said they would take Communism. In late 1947 the 
number expressing the seme choice was only 4%. Tho rajor change seems 

to have taken place in 1946. During the sao period, the percontage chovs- 
ing Naticnal Socialism has risen fron 19 to 33.. Tho largs numbor saying 
they like "neither" tripled in size during the period (from 22% to 66%) 

but lutterly has begun tc decline again (59%) as the number choosing , 
"ational Sccialisnm!" rises, (a second probe showed that the people 
answering "neither" were, in fact, divided on the basic pr«positicn as | 
these whe answored directly to the first question ... that is, about 

sight for National Swcialism te one for Communism in the mst rocont pcell.) 


During 1947, stability has been observed in replies to the questioun: 
"ihich of these two forms ef governmunt would you personally chooso as 
better: a) A govornnont which offers tho people economic socurity and 

a passlbility of a good income, or b) A government which guaranteos frase 
glections, froadom of spoech, progss and religton?" About six in ton 
poople (62%) have consistantly choson "oconomie securdtye!! This evaluation, 
taken in rulaticn to the many exprossions cf insocurity, the roal’ mterial 
distress, the marked loss of confidence in nows sources, authcrity, and 
governnsntal institutional forms, probably indicates eloarly tho direction 
which the German people would take as a reaction the stresses and strains 
under which thoy are living -- if they had an wpportunity to chocese freely 
at the proscent time, Their choice doos not indicate a rejection of the 
frocdoims mentioned. It does indicate that a large body of the German 
public considers that guarantcos cf econorie socurity are moro fundamental 
and are to bo sought whethor or hot along with thom individual rights are 
als? socurod, 
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¢oe As a further probe, people were asked to state which one of the state- 


ments they thought deseribed the one most important result, 


There= 


upon they were asked to cho»so the one which they thought described the ' 


second most important result. 
second choices is shown below, 
officials a 


The averaged rank order of first and 
It will be noted that a lack of capable 
and businessmen again receive top mention. 


Also to be noted 


is the tendency of the non-affected public to minimize, more than the 
disaffected groups ,those results which are limited to PGs themselves, 
not to Germin socioty as a whole, , 


The averaged rank order of first and second listings 


is: 


Meldebogen 
Group 


Businessmen removed 


Officials removed 
PGs in need 

PGs shamed before 
fellow workers 
Democrats replace 
Activists 
Political leaders 
not devoloped 
Unemployment 


Claimed 
PGs 


Officials removed 
Businessmen removed 


PGs in need 


; | 
Denccrats replace 


Activists . 
Unemployment 

PGs shamed before 
fellow workers 
Political leaders 
not developed 


-68- 


Pete eaves ne) 


for the three groups « 


Non- 
Affected 


, Officials removed 
Businessmen removed 


Democrats replace 
Activists 


Unemployment 


PGs in need 

PGs shamed before 
fellow workers 
Political leaders 
not developed 


from 


Washington Motieval Lecords Center 


Record Group No. eA 
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